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“For | determined to know nothing among you except Jesus
Christ, and Him crucified.” 1 Corinthians 2:2
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1 John1:1-3 i The Scripture challenges us
¢ “What was from & to believe that Jesus Christ is
¥ the beginning, +# the Son of God who died for us,
* what we have ¥ who was raised by God from
¥ heard, what we ¥ the dead, and who is alive and
4 have seen with 4. present in our mist today. Pro-
¥ our eyes, what + fessor Johnson says, “The most
¥ we have looked ¥ | important question concerning
¥ at and touched ** Jesus, then, is simply this: ‘Do
¥ with our hands, ¥ we think He is dead or
4 concerning the 4 alive?” (Luke Timothy John-
¥ Word of Life -- & son, Living Jesus:
¥ and the life was ¥ Learning the
* manifested, and % Heart of the Gos-
i we have seen i pel, New York,
and testify and NY, Harper
i proclaim to you i Collins Publishers,
¥ the eternal life, ¥ 1999, p.4.)
i which was with i Fifty days after|
4 the Fath(_i‘r and ' the resurrection of [
4 Was manifested 4 Jesus, Peter, un-
¥ tous--what + der the power of§
“ we have seen 7 the Holy Spirit,
i and heard we i proclaimed salva- e
4 Proclaim to you . tion in the Name SEE%
4 also, sothat 4 of the resurrected
¥ you too may ¥ Jesus (Acts 2:14-
* have fellowship * 36). As a result three thou-
iWith us; and in- i sands souls got saved. This
4 deed our fellow- , | proves that there is Life in the
4 ship is with the 4| Word when it is proclaimed un-
¥  Father, and i der the authority of God’s
*
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Ind sus Christ.” spoke about in John 1:4, “In
" Him was life, and the life was
e e e e A A A A A4 | the Light of men” was at work

Jesus Christ is Risen!

during Peter’s preaching, “So then,
those who had received his word
were baptized; and that day there
were added about three thousand
souls” (Acts 2:41). In other words,
three thousand souls were dead
before, but because they have re-
ceived the word, they were
brought to life. Why? Because
there is Life in the Word.

Regarding the importance of the
preached Word,
Schneiders says,
“Historically, the first
engagement of pro-
spective Christians
with the Gospel was
through hearing the
preaching  of  the
Word. ... We are told
that this preaching
touched many of those
L who heard it and
transformed their
lives (e.g., Acts 2:37-
41; 8:26-39).” (Sandra |
M. Schneiders, THM,
Spirituality, Copyright

Biblical
1982-2002 The H.W. Wilson Com-
pany. Al rights reserved p. 137.)

Paul explains that by hearing
the Word of God men and women
are brought to the saving faith. He
writes, “So faith comes from hear-
ing, and hearing by the word of
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Christ” (Romans 10:17). The Word of God gospel ‘unless we believed in vain.” If this was
has the transformative effect on people who of “the first importance” for Paul, it should be
hear it and believe in God. of the first importance for us too. Richard B.

Today’s Church is called to preach the Hays writes, “We interpret the Scripture only
resurrected Jesus as the first Church did. when we read it in the light of the resurrection,
Paul captures the essence of the Christian and we begin to comprehend the resurrection
creed in 1 Corinthians 15. He writes, only when we see it as the climax of the scrip-
“Now I make known to you, brethren, the tural story of God deliverance of Israel.” (Ellen

gospel which T preached to s dede st dode dr e dode e dode e e £- Davis & Richard B. Hays,

you, which also you re-x The word of God has the & L1¢ Art of Reading Scripture,

ceived, in which also you * . * ('Wil.liam B. Eerdmans Pub-
stand, by which also youi transformative eﬁfect on ihshmg Company, Grand Rap-
are saved, if you hold fast * people who hear it and ids, Michigan / Cambridge,

the word — which Ix believe in God. ¥ UK, 2003), p. 216.)

preached to you, unless AAAA A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A dd

you believed in vain. For I de-
livered to you as of first im-
portance what I also received,
that Christ died for our sins ac-
cording to the Scriptures, and

. that He was buried, and that

o d d A e e e e e e e A de e e e Ao de e e Ao e A
The Bible says, “.. The Word is &
near you, in your mouth and in your 4
heart’ -- that is, the word of faithi
which we are preaching, that if you i
_confess with your mouth Jesus ¥
He was raised on the third day as Lord, and believe in youri
according to the Scriptures” (1 Z heart that God raised Him fromi
Cor. 15:1-4). " the dead, you will be saved fori
What is Paul saying regarding the Chris- i« With the heart a person believes, resulting in i
tian creed? What constitutes the gospel? X7 ighteousnesg, af”‘d with'the mouth he con-
Gospel, (Gr. evanghelion, means the “good ifesses, resulting in salvation.”
news from and about God”). (Johnson, i Romans 10:8—10§
1999, p.77.) o 2 Yo e e A e e e e e e s e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e Ao e Ao e
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According to Paul the essence of the gos-
pel consists in these three things: (i) Christ
died for our sins according to the Scrip-
tures. (ii) He was buried. (iii) He was Valy Vaduva.

raised on the third day according to the e A e g < A < A e e 2 A e e A o e e e |

ocriptures. 1This was “of the first impor- ¥ . .

tance” in Paul’'s preaching. What we are PS: Please join me in prayer:

going to make of this truth? Let me suggest 4 “Father God, I pray for Your Church that
that if this was the gospel then; if this was ¥ she will be awakened to the necessity of +¢
the good news for the first century Church; ¥ spiritual maturity through discipleship ¥
then this should be the gospel now; this 7 making. I pray for a return to holiness and

God bless you!

Yours in Christ,

should be the good news for the 21st cen- reverential fear of You in Your Church, in X
tury Church as well. I cannot hold myself,  the precious name of Your Risen Son, Je- i
but prostrate before God and pray: “O, sus Christ. Amen!”.

¢
God, please help us not to depart from Your ¢ ¥ ¥+ ¥r ¥r ¥ ¥ ¥ o o ¥ 9 A o o 9 9 A e e o
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