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Isaiah 9:6

“For a chil
born to us, a son will
be given to us; and
the government will
rest on His shoul-
ders; and His name
will be called Won-
derful Counselor ,
Mighty God , Eternal
Father , Prince of

”

Luke 1:30

“The angel
her, "Do not be
afraid, Mary; for you
have found favor

th God.

-31

Wi
hold, you will con-
ceive in your womb
and bear a son, and
you shall name Him
Jesus. ”
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"But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, too little to be among the clans of
Judah, from you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings
forth are from long ago, from the days of eternity."

In Lumina Crucii

December 2009

Micah 5:2

Jesus is the REASON for the SEASON - any SEASON

It is hard to believe that we are
already in the month of December.
Yes, the last month of the year 2009
is here already. Another year is over.
Are we wiser than last year? Can we
discern more about times and sea-
sons like the sons of Issachar from 1
Chronicles 12:32? As a Church of
God, do we know what to do? I
would certainly hope so! We are the
children of the Light. As Paul told the
Ephesians, “for you were formerly
darkness, but now you are Light in
the Lord; walk as

(Ephesians 5:8 ).

Two thousand
years ago the Lord
Jesus Christ come
to provide the
Light that the
world needed then
and now. The
prophet Isaiah,
with almost 750
years before
Christ, wrote
these word
there will be no more gloom for her
who was in anguish; in earlier times
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He treated the land of Zebulun and _

The Star of Bethlehem

tne lana of Naphtali with contempt,
but later on He shall make it glori-
ous, by the way of the sea, on the
other side of Jordan, Galilee of the
Gentiles. The people who walk in
darkness will see a great light ;
those who live in a dark land, the
light wi | | shine Is.n91lt h
2).

The tragedy then, and now, is
that people rejected the Light and
loved more the darkness, so their

chil dren (0]

evil deeds will not be exposed. As the
apostle John wrote, “ For
who does evil hates the Light, and
does not come to the Light for fear
that his deeds wiJdbhn

According to Rev. Frederich
Borsch there is no evidence of any
kind regarding t he

birth. His nativity began to be cele-
brated on Dec. 25 in Rome during the
early part of the fourth century (AD

336) as a Christian counterpart to the
pagan festival, popular among the
worshipers of Mithras, called Sol In-
victis, the Unconquerable Sun."

The Star of Bethlehem is tradi-
tionally linked to the Star Prophecy in
the Book of Nseenthim,rbst
not now; I behold him, but not near;
a star_ shall come forth from Jacob, a
scepter shall rise from Israel, and
shall crush through the forehead of
Moab, and tear down all the sons of
Shet hNumbérs 24:17 ). In the
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New Testament we and made them see what God's love saw in them,
M read that the wise who by love brought sinners back to purity, and
@ men, guided by a lifted human weakness up to meet the strength of
mysterious star, ar- God.

rived in Judea to see I confess my ever-lasting need of God: The
g the New Born King. need of forgiveness for our selfishness and greed,
d“ Where is Hthe need of new life for empty souls, the need of
g has been born King |ove for hearts grown cold. I believe in God who

: ‘ ' il of the Jews? For we gjves us the best of Himself. I believe in Jesus, the
saw His star in the east and have come to worship Son of the living God, born in Bethlehem this
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Hi m’Matthew 2:2 ). night, for me and for the worl
According to The Zondervan Pictorial Encyclo- ~ Walter Russell Bowie

pedia of the Bible , the ancient Chinese, who kept A

the most meticulous astronomical records, noted A Christmas Prayer

an “"object® that appeared f “Give us, O God, the vision

Mach or early April of 5 B.C. in the constellation of  |5ye in the world in spite of human failure. Give us
Capricornus just about the time at which scholars (e faith to trust Your

Fl;ill’tl’?c € J goodness in spite of our
: ignorance and weakness.

Now t Bt&" “ Give us the knowledge that @5405

that continues we may continue to pray

to guide peo- with understanding hearts.

ple to Christ And show us what each

should be Je- one of us can do to set for-

sus f ol lward the coming of the

His  Church, day of universal peace."”

you and L ~ Frank Borman, Apollo 8 space mission, 1968

"You are the

light of the A Christmas Wish

W, & el “l wish. Rather, ,God, | want

set on a hill
cannot be hid-

in my life more in 2010 than in 2009. I want to live
today in light of the end of my life. Speak to me and
empower me to be conformed, gently but surely,

d e n 'Matthew 5:14 ). And I pray that His light is
a reality in our lives.

more into the image of Christ t
A Chri st mas OCr ~ Dr. David Jeremiah
“God is unchanged in His | ov:
“ believe in Jesus Chrishas a plan for your i fe. Don
the gospel begun in Bethlehem. I believe in the headl i nes frighten you. God i s
one whose spirit glorified a little town; and whose st i ll on the throne."’
spirit still brings music to persons all over the ~ Billy Graham

world, in towns both large and small. I believe in
the one for whom the crowded inn could find no
room, and I confess that my heart still sometimes
wants to exclude Christ from my life today. I be-
lieve in the one who the rulers of the earth ignored

and the proud could never understand; whose life /L/ﬂé; fée/ﬁgﬂ(gﬂ,w/épﬁg A .
was among common people, whose welcome came : f% .

from persons of hungry hearts. I believe in the one & ) JISZL:(. éﬁ//
who proclaimed the love of God to be invincible:

I believe in the One whose cradle was a
mother's arms, whose modest home in Nazareth
had love for its only wealth, who looked at persons

be with Hou now and in the ﬁ/ﬂgf atiead...

With LOVE in the New born Kin
Valy Vnduva
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